
 

 

 

Parent Council Expectations 2021-2022 

The main goal of the Parent Council is to support the school and to assist the school and staff in 

creating the optimal learning environment for the students. 

The role of the Parent Council is to:  

 Work in partnership with the school to decide on the key priorities to take forward 
 Provide a voice for parents in schools on issues that are important to them 
 Improve the school’s understanding of how to engage parents in their children’s learning 

and in the life of the school 
 Support the school to develop strong home/school partnerships 
 Communicate regularly with the Parent Council to both hear their views and keep them 

informed 
 Support improvement by discussing the curriculum, inspection and the school’s 

strengths and areas for development from a school perspective 
 Help make links with the wider community 
 Capture the unique and varied skills, interests, knowledge and experience those parents 

can offer. 

Supporting the School 
 
There are three main ways parents can get involved in supporting their children’s learning:  
 
Learning at home: Parents are the first and ongoing educators of their own children and, as 
such, should receive information and support to help develop their child’s learning at home, in 
the community and at school.  
 
Home/School partnership: Schools must be open to the involvement of parents in the work 
they do and they should consider ways of providing information that helps parents engage with 
school and their children’s education.  
 
Parental representation: The school provides a framework for ensuring that parents have the 
opportunity to express their views and have these taken into account on policy matters affecting 
the education of their children. It makes provision for parents to be a member of the Parents 
Council at a school and to have their views represented to the school. 

As parents you have a key supportive role to play in assisting the school staff in their aims to raise 
standards of education and to secure improvements in the quality of education provided by the 
school. The education provided must take account of the whole needs of the child in respect of 
developing a child's personality, talents, mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. 
School education is about more than the curriculum and includes the school's provision for social, 
cultural and recreational activities, healthy eating and for physical education and training. 

The Parent Council support the work of the school in a variety of ways: 

 To understand the curriculum and the process of teaching and learning with the school. 



 

 

 

 

 Consider ways parents can be involved in children's learning to improve achievement. 

 Build positive relationships between parents and school staff. 

 Use its own formal and informal channels for communicating about school events and how 
parents can become involved. 

 Facilitate school events and work with the Principal and school staff to devise events which are 
enjoyable and encourage parental participation that suit the needs of parents and fits into their 
schedules.   

 

What are the benefits of parents getting involved?  

 

The benefits for the children are: 

• It is easier for children to achieve more when their parents are involved  

• Children get access to more activities in and out of school when there are more adults to help  

• Their concerns can be sorted out quicker when their parents have a positive relationship with 
school staff 

• They are happy when their parents are enjoying events in the school.  

The benefits for parents are:  

• Their children do better when they are involved  

• They are better able to help and encourage their children  

• They have more information about their children’s education  

• Parents can build their own confidence and skills  

• Where there is a positive relationship between parents and their child’s school there are benefits 
all round  

• Parents get reassurance that their children are receiving a good education. 

The benefits for the school are:  

• Parents bring skills which compliment teachers’ skills and expertise  

• Parents contribute their time, so together parents and teachers are able to do more events with 

students than teachers can do on their own  

• Student attainment and behaviour improves 

• Parents have ideas about how the school can best support the children  

• Parents can give advice and help around reaching other parents 

 



 

 

 

 

What helps parents and teachers to work together?  

People can work together most easily when three factors are all present.  

• Issues: People are working together on issues which they think are important  

• Ways of working: The way they work together respects and values each person’s contribution. 

It is realistic in terms of the time and effort it takes. The process welcomes and encourages people 

who have less experience or confidence.  

• Getting results: Working together gets results. People can see their effort has been worthwhile 

and that they have been listened to. 

Some of the barriers to parental involvement  

• Time: Parents are busy people. 

• Working either full time or part time.  

• Bringing up young children on their own.  

• Have more than one child attending different schools.  

• Family circumstances come in all shapes and sizes and have different needs.  

Parents may find it particularly difficult to attend meetings if they:  

• Have a child who is disabled.  

• Have a baby or other caring responsibility.  

• Work shifts or work away from home.  

• Have a complex family structure with parents who are separated;  

• The area parents live in can be a significant factor in how parents are able to be involved with 

school-based activities.  

• Parents and students may have to travel some distance to the school and may have difficulty 

with transport.  

 • Where children are being educated some distance from their home.  

Lack of confidence as parents may feel uncomfortable in school surroundings for a 

number of reasons:  

• Some may feel that their own lack of knowledge or skills puts them at a disadvantage  

• Some parents may have difficulty themselves with reading or writing in a second language  

• Parents may feel that there is no place for them in the school or that the school is not welcoming  



 

 

 

 

• Some men may feel out of place and that they don’t have a role because many activities held 

during the day are mainly attended by women.  

What it looks like when things go well  

• The school is a welcoming place with space for parents and clear indications that they are 

welcome and valued – e.g. a parents’ area or welcome posters, possibly developed with parents, 

in all the languages represented in the school  

• There are opportunities for parents to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s progress at 

various times during the day timetabling permitting. 

• School events and activities take account of any specific cultural or religious festivals that may 

affect the involvement of some parents  

• Parents are able to get actively involved at various times – in both regular (weekly commitments) 

and infrequent activities  

• The school is aware of any particular difficulties; a parent may have in participating in school 

activities (e.g. language difficulties)  

• Parents are asked when their child enrols if there is anything that would help them get involved 

• The School Development Plan provides an opportunity for staff, parents and student to have 

discussions about the different ways parents could be involved in school activities and how these 

will be developed and supported  

• Parents are encouraged to get other parents involved – by bringing a friend  

 

 

Please find the Parent Council Request Form below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Parent Council Membership Request Form  

Parent (full name): ……………………………………… 

Graduated from: …………………………………………….. 

No. of children studying in the school: …………….                    

Names:   1- ………………………………………………….                                 Grade: ………….. 

                 2- …………………………………………………                                  Grade: ………….. 

                 3- ………………………………………………….                                 Grade: ………….. 

                 4- …………………………………………………                                   Grade: …………. 

 

Your brief profile: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

Your suggestions and targets if you are selected as a member in the Parent Council: 

1- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

2- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

3- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

4- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

 

Your ability to attend all the parent council meeting and school events: 

                        All the time                                 most of the time                                   not sure 

 

*In line with Covid regulations and precautions all the meetings will be socially 

distanced. 

 


